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The Snow Angel 


But in the way of winter carnivals, Brattleboro 
staged one here 66 years ago last New Year’s: 
morning so remarkable that news of it travelled 
around the world. 

The story of “The Snow Angel,” handed 
down from adult to child, has become a school 
and household legend hereabouts, but it may 
still be told so as to be read again “with interest." 
Few persons, for instance, realize that this 
masterpiece in snow was the work of a hardware 
clerk who earned his way to the art school by 
dispensing bolts and nuts and nails. In this 
practical occupation at the store of Williston 
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and Tyler, he had shown his predilection бог 
art. He had done a pig in marble that attracted 
much attention from the guests of the then 
fashionable Brattleboro Water Cure. 

The boy was Larkin J. Mead, born in Ches- 
terfield, on the New Hampshire side of our 
river, in 1835, the same year that Judge James 
M. Tyler, now president of this bank, was born 
in Wilmington. He was a modest, retiring and 
bashful lad, but in his spare moments he tried 
his hand at sculpture and at the age of nine- 
teen he left the hardware shop to enter the 
studio of Henry K. Brown of ВгооКіуп, М. У. 
When he returned to Brattleboro two years 
later he set up his own studio in the Town Hall | 
building and taught a class in drawing. 

On the last night of that year, ’56, an inspira- 
tion led him to labor for hours in the bitter cold 
trying to fashion an angel of snow. The site of 
the endeavor was at the forked junction of 
Main and Linden streets, where there now 
stands the Wells Memorial Fountain. This 
point was just opposite the old Burnham 
Foundry where his companions, Edward and 
Henry Burnham, assisted in the work by keep- 
ing a hot fire burning and by occasionally 
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THE RECORDING ANGEL 


A Replica, in Marble, of the Masterpiece which Larkin J. Mead first 
fashioned in Snow in Brattleboro on New Year's Eve, 1856 


“with interest” 


dousing Mead’s angel with water in the pro- 
cess of its moulding. The water almost imme- 
diately froze and finally gave the image an 
adamantine covering. 


The Vermont Phoenix chronicled the result 
as follows: 


“The denizens of ‘Toad Hill’ in our village were 
agreeably surprised when coming down from break- 
fast New Year’s morning to find a beautiful statue 
at the forks of the roads opposite the school house. 
It was about eight feet in height and represented the 
Recording Angel that may be supposed to wait upon 
Time, making up her record at the close of the year. 

+ her right hand was a stylus, while in her left she 

| 4 the tablet on which events were recorded. It 

modeled in snow the previous evening by Larkin 
Alead, and in a manner that was of itself sufficient 
lence of his superior claims as an artist. It was 
sited by hundreds of people, all of whom were 
more than pleased by this novel specimen of home 
talent. 

“Protected by the cold weather and the respect 
generally accorded to genius, the image stood until 
the January thaw set in, to which it naturally suc- 
cumbed. During a fortnight, however, many people 
came from surrounding towns and some from dis- 
tant cities to view it. The New York Tribune and 
the Springfield Republican had interesting descrip- 
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tions of the twice seven days’ wonder and the exploit 
was considered worthy of notice even in the news- 
papers of foreign lands." 


It is related that the village simpleton was 
frightened and ran away, and one eccentric 
citizen, who rarely deigned to bow to his fellow 
men or women either, lifted his hat in respect 
to Mead's work. 

The “Snow Angel" proved to be a remarkable 
advertisement. Soon afterward, Mr. Mead 
received several commissions for his work, one 
of which was from Nicholas Longworth of Cin- 
cinnati, O., for a duplicate of the angel in 
marble. Still another replica in marble stands 
today in All Soul’s Church, Brattleboro. 

Mr. Mead spent most of the rest of his life 
in Italy, but his attachment to Vermont was 
never allowed to slacken. Не died in до 
after a record of many notable achievements 
in art. His last visit to Brattleboro was in 1907. 


PREMIER EVENTS OF THE WINTER SEASON 


The Brattleboro Out- 
ing Club announces 

the United States East- 
ern Championships for 
February 16 and Feb- 
ruary 17. 


Ski-dashes, and cross- 
country championship 
events on Friday, Feb. 
16. The Eastern Ski- 
Jumping Champion- 
ship, Saturday, Feb- 
ruary 17. 


MR. CHARLES С. STAPLES 
Now Cashier of the Oldest and Strongest Commercial Bank in Vermont 


- iS SS) 


Biological and Biographical 


URTLES and bankers have hard shells, 
GNA usually; but we assume neither are 
2 25 born that way. They have to acquire 
the shell in order to survive. In the case of the 
tortoise these epidermal plates are transparent, 
and the same is true of some bankers. Under- 
neath their screen of hard economic sense there 
may be seen to beat a very human sort of heart 
and a mental breadth that is not confined to the 
fluctuations in the Federal Reserve Ratio. 

I have not long known Mr. Staples, the sub- 
ject of this sketch, but since he commissioned 
me to furnish the words and music for this 
house organ, I have come to know him well. 
I have a profound respect for the courage of any 
banker who will stand for a light-hearted, devil- 


` may-care spirit in his bank's advertising. Bank- 


ing has always been regarded as quite a sacred 
ceremony. There was a time when there was 
no bank advertising at all, and that not many 
years ago. Gradually the banks “took space” 
in the home papers. They did it with about as 
much feeling as they would show to engage a 
lot in the cemetery. They ornamented it with 
a few flowers of speech supplied by some ad- 
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vertising syndicate. But lately has come the 
emancipation. The era of house organs is here. 
Hundreds of banks have adopted such instru- 
ments, through which policies and personalities 
may be indulged as the whim and conscience 
of the editor may dictate. 

I never had seen why bank advertising should 
be classed in severity and austerity along with 
that of the "funeral church." І told Mr. 
Staples so, and of course I expected that he, 
like any other hard-headed banker, would пог 
agree. But he did. Не was broad-minded 
enough to see the point exactly. Banking, per 
se, is a pretty cold proposition. A bank maga- 
zine designed to carry good will to its scattered 
friends and patrons at stated intervals would 
have to warm up a bit if it were to be cor- 
dially received. 

If you meet Mr. Staples on the street and 
engage him in conversation, you will not find 
him quoting you the market price of bonds nor 
discoursing on the hopeless tangle of European 
finance. He will talk like any regular fellow 
and humanly, if inanely, agree with you that, 
“Tt does look like more snow, doesn't it?" 

If you meet him in the bank when he isn't 
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busy he is very likely to show you around. The 
things he has done to the northwest corner of 
Main and Elliot streets constitute a monument 
to his constructive vision. The bank building 
remodeled under his direction is an ornament to 
the town, and inside it bespeaks the last word 
in a sensible sort of efficiency. We are not 
going to cover these details here. Be it suffi- 
cient to say that in the structural, mechanical 
and personnel arrangements, Mr. Staples and 
his colleagues have handled all these things 
with an eye to first-class banking service. 

Although he had been corinected with THE 
Vermont NarioNAL for many years, it was 
only seven years ago that he was elected 
cashier. During that seven years the bank 
showed a consistent growth and its consolida- 
tion now with The Peoples National Bank gives 
Mr. Staples the distinction of being cashier of 
the strongest commercial bank in Vermont and 
one of the largest National Banks in New Eng- 
land, outside of Boston. 

Much might be said of the high resolves of 
the new bank to serve the public well. Let it, 
for the present, be reduced to the Coue formula: 


, Every day, in every way, we are getting better.” 
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The Newlyweds 


тог, and The Peoples National Bank, 
| aged 48 years, were united in the bonds 
of business matrimony on December 29, 1922. 

The publication of this issue of “with interest” 
was delayed in order to include a report of the 
wedding, incident to which there was a consid- 
erable amount of legal ceremony. The union 
has now formally received the blessing of the 
Comptroller of the Currency, and the newly- 
weds have set up housekeeping with a capital 
of $400,000, a surplus of $600,000, undivided 
profits of $315,600 and the tidy sum of over five 
and a half million in total resources. 

The contracting parties to this union have 
long been friendly neighbors, and each highly 
esteemed in New England banking circles. In 
the wedded state they represent the oldest and 
strongest commercial bank in Vermont and one 
of the largest national banks in New England 
outside of the city of Boston. 

Such bank marriages as this are becoming 
popular. Congress only recently made them 
possible by a special act for the consolidation of 
national banks, and since the enactment of that 
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new law there have been many important тег- 
gers. They have invariably worked out to the 
advantage of their respective communities, 
and it is assumed that Brattleboro, too, will 
find pride and satisfaction in the relatively 
strong position which it now takes in the bank- 
ing world. 

Upon the first publication of the banns of this 
marriage there were some to demur on the 
ground of sentiment alone, but at the day and 
time appointed for the solemnization of the 
compact, no just cause was shown why the two 
should not lawfully be joined together. The 
stockholders of each institution met separately 
but simultaneously and the necessary two- 
thirds vote of ratification was readily given. 
Out of the 2,000 outstanding shares of the 
Peoples National, only twenty-four were voted 
in opposition, and at the Vermont National 
meeting the vote was unanimous. 

The name which the new banks assume is 
Tue VEnMoNT-PEoPLEs NATIONAL Bank of 
Brattleboro. It isa happy combination of titles, 
for if the hyphen were dropped and an apos- 
trophe added it would set forth not only the 
name but the aim of this bank. It is the Ver- 
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mont peoples’ bank, and through its fortunate 
location, its strength and its facilities for ser- 
vice, it will continue, it hopes, to attract the 
patronage of innumerable friends in New 
Hampshire and Massachusetts. 

The retention of the Hon. James M. Tyler as 
president is a deserved honor to one who holds 
the distinction of being the oldest bank presi- 
dent in Vermont, if not all New England, but it 
is probable he would not at his advanced age 
assume this responsibility were it not that his 
supporting colleagues are men of such ex- 
perience as to practically relieve him of active 
service. Col. J. Gray Estey, as vice-president 
and chairman of the board, apparently becomes 
the chief executive, with all the officers and 
directors of the two separate banks supporting 
him. This all-star cast is listed on the inside 
cover of this issue. 

For the present the two banks, while law- 
fully wed, are domiciled in their separate homes 
on opposite corners of Main and Elliot Streets. 
Extension of the banking rooms of the Vermont 
National is being made and as soon as these new 

uarters are properly furnished the business 
will all be brought under one roof. 
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A New Kind of Money 


ROM Edgar A. Austin, a printer of Port- 
ZW» land, Me., we have received the picture 
SS which is reproduced on the next page. 
The story of Mr. Austin’s big idea will cer- 
tainly be read “with interest’, for there is 
some likelihood that it will some day be adopted 
as a substitute for our present paper currency. 

There are two big selling points: 

(1) The margin on the right-hand end of 
every greenback, varying in expanse and design, 
will stop the present practice of bill raising. 

(2) The margin will make the identification 
of paper currency much easier. It will be as easy 
to detect the face value of a bill at sight as it is 
to tell the denomination of coins by touch. 
It will thus facilitate the making of change and 
the counting of bills where quantities are 
handled. 

Mr. Austin has received a patent on the idea 
and has submitted it to the treasury depart- 
ment officials. They have it under considera- 
tion and protracted deliberations there will en- 
sue necessarily as the government does not 
move hastily, especially in changing fundamen- 
tals. It is his purpose to have the issuance of 
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А New Kind of Money 


“with interest’ 


such money authorized by the government and 
he offers the patent rights forever free to the 
United States. 

While counterfeiters and bill-raisers do not 
flourish in Vermont, they do operate in many 
cities and only bank men and secret service 
agents realize the extent of their business. 
Skillful operators affix corners from ten dollar 
bills to corners of ones and thereby pass them 
at a profit of nine dollars. The same process 
with greater reward attaches to fraud practised 
on two and twenty dollar bills, and five and 
fifty dollar denominations. 

Raising the denomination of bills in this 
manner would be entirely checkmated by Mr. 
Austin's designs, with their varied margins. 

But in the popular mind its chief advantage 
will be in quick identification of bills: Many 
bank men write strong commendation of Mr. 
Austin's idea and he is confident that in due 
time the paper currency of the world will be 
based on this patented idea. 

Do you vote for it? 


[] Yes [] No 


VERMONT-PEOPLES 
NATIONAL DANK. 


Condensed Statement, Jan. 6, 1923 


RESOURCES 

Loans and Discounts ............. eene mne $ 3,591,756.88 
U. S. Bonds to secure Circulation .................... 259,000.00 
Bonds to secure Postal Deposits and Trusts . ES 11,044.77 
Bonds aud Securities ............ esee n 766 24.28 
Banking House and Fixtures ....................... 117,058.00 
Federal Reserve Bank Stock 7 28,500.00 
Five Per Cent Fund ............. 12,500.00 
Cash on Hand and in Banks .... an 772,971.23 
Others Assets e _ _ -_-____-___-_--_ ____ о 32,426.35 

Total $ 5582811 

LIABILITIES 

Capital بت ین تی ین‎ неее неее. одорподоовобдайад обо 5 400,000.00 
surplus re eccL 600,000.00 
Profit & Loss 313,600.00 
Circulation Outstanding ...... a A сео 248,300.00 
U. 5. Bonds Borrowed ......... одоббоводода E GE E 59,000.00 
Bills Payable 241,000.00 
Rediscounts ................ 250,754.09 
CHEQUE. ообосоволовородообовавбовавоповодорбопадобрасвоо 3,429,932.72 
Dividend Unpaid 13,976.49 
Other Liabilities 26,418.21 


Total $ 5,582,981.51 


IF YOU DON’T START, YOU DON'T ARRIVE | 


+ Br The Chicago Tribute. | 


BE 
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When you deponit your first $5 in the banh hopeless to cave very much in small weekly dribiate. 
~ sme day you discover you have enough to make a profitable investment; and the cornerstone of your for 
tune je laid. 


Reprinted by courtesy o] The Chicago Tribune 


The country cannot be wholly going to the dogs. The number of 
savings depositors in the national banks of the United States in- 
creased last year by several hundred thousand. 


